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MA POH HOW

Ms Teo Lee Lang is my junior Hua Yi schoolmate. | first chanced upon her five years ago at
the “Wood Engraving of Tsue Ta Tee's Calligraphy By Cheh Kai Hon" exhibition held by Mr
Yong Cheong Thye. Coincidentally, we shared the common experience of being a member
of the Calligraphy Society during our times at Hua Yi Secondary School where we learned
calligraphy from the late Mr Tsue Ta Tee, a renowned first generation calligrapher of
Singapore.

Calligraphy is an esoteric art. Besides natural talent, consistent practices with perseverance
are required in mastering it. For amateurs, the challenge is even greater. Due to work and
family commitments, Lee Lang put this hobby on hold for nearly 40 years. She picked it up
again five years ago and has since been working hard to upgrade her calligraphy skills. She
took part in a number of exhibitions and attained commendable achievements.

When | first saw Lee Lang's works, the first impression was that she is petite, and yet her
calligraphy is generally bold in style. While majoring in clerical script (li shu), she has a
keen interest in the cursive script (cao shu). This exhibition is a good milestone for her.
The works are diversified in forms, including fan shapes, couplets, vertical and horizontal
scrolls.

In recent years, my senior peer Mr Yong Cheong Thye has been a mentor to Lee Lang.
He is full of praises for her progress and works. He further encourages her to be creative
and apply her talent to inject fresh vigour into the calligraphy art. For a short while,
she was coached by Mr Gu Jian Ping, especially in clerical and seal scripts.

Although calligraphy is a “leisure hobby " to many, it entails specific practices and aesthetic
requirements. For those who aspire to achieve higher standards, much effort and a
high level of perceptivity are required. In this regard, we are grateful to Mr Tsue for his
professional coaching. Let's continue to follow the best practices that he had imparted
to us-learning from the best classic works, taking time to study and digest the selected
models, be perseverant, letting persistent efforts come to fruition as a matter of course...

May this exhibition be a success! Congratulations, Lee Lang. Keep up the good work and
take it to the next level!

13/9/19 5:04 PM
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SHI MIAO MU
Deputy Abbess Fo Guang Shan Singapore

It was a delight to know that Ms Teo Lee Lang will be holding her own Calligraphy Exhibition
from 18 to 20 October 2019. It was a great pleasure for me to pen the foreword.

Chinese Calligraphy is an artistic expression of Chinese characters based on lines. Chinese
characters originated from drawings. It has evolved from Oracle Bones Script (Jia Gu Wen),
Bronze Inscription (Jin Wen), Stone Inscription (Shi Ke Wen) to Traces on Silk and Paper
(Jian Bo Mo Ji) etc. Among the different types of Chinese script styles, Seal Script (Zhuan
Shu), Clerical Script (Li Shu), Cursive Script (Cao Shu), Regular Script (Kai Shu) and
Semi-Cursive Script (Xing Shu) emerged and became the standards, leading
the way to the development of Chinese calligraphy arts.

As a child, Lee Lang had beautiful handwriting. While studying in Hua Yi Secondary School,
she had the privilege of learning from Singapore’s first generation Calligraphy Master
Mr Tsue Ta Tee. Mr Tsue taught learners to start from Clerical Script, then progressed to
Seal Script, Regular Script, Semi-Cursive Script and the other writing styles. This led Lee
Lang to be very good at writing Clerical Script. Lee Lang started learning inscription, such
as Eastern Han Dynasty works, Shi Chen Bei, Yi Ying Bei, Yu Youren's Standard Cursive
Script etc. As she is immersed in the inscription, her writing style and strokes became
more vivid. Apart from Clerical Script, Lee Lang is particularly fond of writing Cursive
Script where she can freely express herself.

In this exhibition, nearly 80 pieces of works on Bronze Inscription (Jin Wen), Big Seal
Script (Da Zhuan), Small Seal Script (Xiao Zhuan), Bamboo Slips (Han Jian), Clerical
Script (Li Shu), Cursive Script (Cao Shu) and Creative Calligraphy will be on display. This
exhibition showcases Lee Lang's works from year 2017 to 2019. Let us immerse in Lee
Lang's Calligraphy Arts of depth and beauty.

13/9/19 5:04 PM
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RAYMOND ANG
Managing Director ANS Import & Export Pte Ltd

Teo Lee Lang and | were secondary classmates in Hua Yi Secondary School back in the
1970s. She was already an active member of the school's Calligraphy Club then.
She started learning calligraphy from the late Mr Tsue Ta Tee. Mr Tsue, born in Beijing,
was one of Singapore's first generation calligraphy master. He taught calligraphy voluntarily
in Hua Yi Secondary School. He was not only a good teacher, but also a role model for
Lee Lang. Lee Lang developed strong interest in calligraphy and devoted a lot of time into
practising it. Her works were often displayed in school.

We pursued our own careers after graduation. When our paths crossed again, Lee Lang
lamented that she was too busy with her career and matters at home, thus, she could
hardly find time to practise calligraphy. Nevertheless, she was still very enthusiastic about
calligraphy and had not forgotten Mr Tsue's teaching. She was grateful to him and
treasured the bond that was built.

In 2015, Lee Lang retired and picked up the brush again. After 40 years, she finally
pursued her dream in Chinese calligraphy. With enriched life experiences and her
persistence in honing calligraphy writing skills, her works exude a higher level of maturity.
The beauty of Chinese characters are revealed in her works. Her love for the Chinese
culture can be felt through her works.

| hope that Lee Lang will continue to experience the joy of calligraphy in the years ahead,
and lead her retirement life graciously in the midst of ink fragrance.

13/9/19 5:05 PM
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TEO LEE LANG

During my childhood days, | often saw my father writing letters to relatives in China with the
Chinese calligraphy brush. Under his influence, | developed deep interest in Chinese calligraphy.
Naturally, | chose it as my extra-curriculum activity (ECA) in primary school.

When | entered Hua Yi Secondary School in 1969, the late Mr Tsue Ta Tee was the instructor
for this ECA. He was patient and attentive to all the students and under his coaching,
he helped us lay a strong foundation in Chinese calligraphy. Once, | wanted to stop practising
calligraphy due to my keen interest in practising marching drills with my classmates. | was
grateful that Mr Tsue talked to me and urged me to continue with calligraphy activity. But for
this fateful change of course, | would not have been able to stage this exhibition.

Mr Tsue passed away when | graduated in 1974. Since then, | stopped writing calligraphy for
40 years, until 2015 after | have retired.

It was a challenge to pick up the brush and it took quite a while for me to get back the zeal for
Chinese calligraphy. | have devoted much time to study the different forms of calligraphy and
strived to learn from my seniors.

During my younger days, | first learnt Liu Gongquan's regular script (kai shu), and later two
versions of clerical scripts (li shu), Cao Quan Bei and Shi Chen Bei as well as Yu Youren's
standard cursive script (cao shu). In recent years, | studied two more clerical scripts, Yi Ying
Bei, Zhang Qian Bei, and Lu Ji's cursive script, Ping Fu Tie. | have also concurrently learnt
the seal scripts (zhuan shu) including the bronze inscription (jin wen), small seal scripts (xiao
zhuan) and the more primitive clerical scripts engraved on bamboo/wooden slips (jian
du), etc..

Since 2017, | have had the opportunity of taking part in many local and overseas exhibitions.
The fruitful interaction with peers and the experiences gained greatly helped develop my own
writing style.

Being reunited with ink and brush marked a new milestone in my life. It was quite an effort to
stage a solo exhibition within such a short span of time. | am grateful to all the people who have
guided and helped me in this journey. | am most grateful to my senior, Mr Yong Cheong Thye,
for guiding and advising me on writing styles and techniques of applying ink and Mr Cheh Kai
Hon for his encouragement and support. They have greatly boosted my confidence, so much so
that | have garnered the courage to pursue this dream and publish my works to all. | welcome
critical reviews so that | can improve further.

Last but not least, | am thankful to Mr Gu Jian Ping for the guidance and precious feedback that
he had given me and Mr Kong Ling Guang for giving me the opportunity to exhibit my works

locally and overseas.

Grateful to all.

13/9/19 5:05 PM
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Elegance in Simplicity.
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Bear hardships now, experience joy later. ;
193 x 45cm x 2
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Poem <{Moonlit Pines and Sprouting Spring Waters> by Wang Wei, Tang Dynasty
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{Moonlit Ground Resembles a Lake, Cloudy Skies Resembles Mountain Range>
by Zheng Xie, Qing Dynasty

186 x 44cm x 2
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{A Great Man is Characterised by Tolerance and Contentment> by Lin Ze Xu, Qing Dynasty
186 x 45cm x 2
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{A Great Man is Characterised by Tolerance and Contentment> by Lin Ze Xu, Qing Dynasty
186 x 45cm x 2
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Poem <Drinking with Hu Si Hermits at Mount Zhongnan> by Li Bai, Tang Dynasty

216 x 59cm
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Poem <Bring In The Wine> by Li Bai, Tang Dynasty

203 x 68cm
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Poem <{The Water Melody> by Su Shi, Song Dynas
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Poem <Drinking alone under the Moon> by Li Bai, Tang Dynasty
214 x 47cm
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Poem {Note to Loved One on a Rainy Night> by Li Shang Yin, Tang Dynasty

214 x 47cm
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Ancient Chinese Prose {The Great Learning. Cultivate Righteous Living>

214 x 47cm
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Poem (Adage of a Humble House> by Liu Yu Xi, Tang Dynasty
214 x 47cm
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Poem <{Man Fishing Alone in Winter> by Liu Zong Yuan, Tang Dynasty

214 x 47cm
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Poem <Song of Liangzhou> by Wang Zhi Huan, Tang Dynasty

214 x 47cm
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The wise commands the times through simplicity, the strong creates impact through gentleness.
205 x 47cm

103028_nancy.indd 30 13/9/19 5:05 PM



103028_nancy.indd 31

SRV
LAV SLELS)

8w e e W §F o

e

P
o »

o\

&

AEBR. BMABE, BZBE. AZEE, THED. amAE. BRH
Life is measured, let righteousness govern our actions and speech.

- written using Chicken Feather Brush
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Leisurely
214 x 47cm
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Expressing feelings through Chinese calligraphy.
213 x 47cm
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Aroma of the calligraphy ink.
214 x 47cm
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{Law of Nature> by Lao Zi
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The Truth. Truth is simple and precise.
214 x 47cm
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Wind in Tranquility
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In Control. Life is measured, let righteousness govern our actions and speech.

- written using Chicken Feather Brush

214 x 47cm
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Free
255 x T4cm
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The Dance
267 x 108cm
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Blessing, Fortune, Longevity, Happiness.
102 x 35cm
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Fortune
197 x 61cm
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The Heart Sutra
139 x 23cm
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The Heart Sutra
139 x 23cm
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The Heart Sutra
139 x 23cm
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Religion awakens our soul, away from pursuit of power, status and wealth.

HESIREEARZFE,

=
=




IR

T By R wX Ao K
T 0 £ i@ a3 >

"

«
L
»

‘
v

£

ivv& x‘-‘-qﬂv\»‘. (',J
Rp R B3 K

e

ABREBOMWAAB. ZZENSHELA.
The wise commands the times through simplicity, the strong creates impact through gentleness.
99 x 47cm
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